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settle the terms of peace forthwith, instead of the armistice,
and induced the Austrians to treat respecting the war
expenses and Prussia's territorial acquisitions. Then he
informed the plenipotentiaries that the King insisted upon
an increment of Prussia in North Germany, as a primary
condition of peace. I hear that the Minister Resident, in
this matter, has announced his firm resolve to break off the
negotiations, unless assured of Austria's consent. He has
told me himself that the Austrians have confined themselves
to advocating the preservation of Saxony's territorial integrity.
I believe that this question will be settled by Prussia
agreeing to leave Saxony untouched, and Austria'pledging
herself to offer no hindrance to the annexation of Hanover,
Electoral Hesse, and some other petty States."

And so it turned out The preliminary peace with
Austria was signed on July 26, and speedily followed by the
definitive treaty, " A great object was attained/' says the
Prussian General-Staff's work on the campaign of 1866.
" By this peace Germany's national development under
Prussian leadership was ensured. Projects of conquest
upon an extensive scale were not desired by the Govern-
ment Monarch and people alike had fulfilled the duties
imposed by an exalted mission upon the State as well as
the individual, and were bound to admit that no further
urgent requirement for the safety and national development
of Prussia and Germany was forthcoming. What Prussia
had acquired in territory she might freely hope to see
speedily and completely amalgamated with the organism of
her theretofore existing realm. The conditions offered by
Austria did not exclude the possibility of a future revival of
friendly relations between the former confederates. No
wound was inflicted upon Austria's honour or might that
need necessarily result in irreparable enmity between both